
SEALING OUR FATE
An Ocean of Hypocrisy
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An ecosystem in crisis 

There is an emergency of 
catastrophic proportions caused by 
the out-of-control growth of seal 
populations. The Government of 
Canada is turning a blind eye. 

It prefers to pander to animal rights 
groups and ignore the disaster that 
is devastating our oceans. 

Seals are at the top of our ocean’s 
food chain. They have very few 
natural enemies and are wreaking 
havoc on struggling fish stocks. 



How out of control seal populations 
are threatening our fish stocks 

Harp and grey seal populations have grown exponentially in the last number of decades, 
yet the federal government has conducted little science in that time to better understand 
population and prey consumption.

An adult grey seal can consume up to 
two tonnes of prey each year. With 
an estimated 400,000 grey seals, that 
amounts to 800,000 tonnes of prey 
consumed annually. 

Harp seals are estimated at over 7.6 
million in Atlantic Canada, and the 
last assessment in 2008 estimated the 
consumption of 4.2 million tonnes of prey 
each year. 

Between 1992 and 2022, the entire 
commercial fishery in Newfoundland and 
Labrador harvested less Atlantic cod than 
seals are estimated to consume each year.



A sustainable harvest 

Seal has been a staple of northern Indigenous 
diets long before Europeans colonized North 
America. Rich in vitamins, fat, and protein, and 
valued for their warm, durable pelts – seals 
quickly became valuable to settlers as well.

But our historically sustainable and humane 
seal hunt has been publicly – and inaccurately – 
persecuted by the animal rights movement since 
the 1960s. As a result, the seal harvest has declined steadily in the decades since. 

The truth about animal rights 
groups and seals (it’s money)

To this day, animal rights and environmental groups continue to use harp seals in their 
propaganda to gain donations – as if they were a threatened species. Even though the 
harp seal is the most populous marine mammal in northeastern Canada. 

The European Union’s 
ban of seal products is 
one clear example of 
the global ignorance 
about the seal 
hunt. It also shows 
our government is 
unwilling to stand up 
for true environmental 
sustainability – or for 
our traditional way of 
life and our culture. 

The public campaign by animal rights groups has drawn 
support from individuals with no understanding of the 

traditional and sustainable nature of the seal hunt. 
They’ve had the wool pulled over their eyes while the real 

devastation continues to occur beneath the ocean’s surface. 



Why our politicians 
must stand up and 
speak out about the 
seal problem

Uncontrolled seal populations 
threaten rebuilding our fish stocks. 
They threaten the sustainability 
of our fishing industry. They 
threaten the health of our ocean. 
The federal government must 
immediately undertake a thorough 
and transparent scientific assessment of seal populations in Atlantic Canada. 

This updated assessment is the essential starting point to officially understanding and 
acknowledging the truth. It’s the first step in providing true environmental sustainability, and 

in saving not only our fishery. But then, the 
government must act on the scientific findings. 

What’s next? 

Federal and provincial governments must speak 
out in support of this issue. We cannot continue 
kicking the ball down the road. The time to act 
has already passed.

visit www.takeactiononseals.ca 
to learn more and voice your support 

It will take political courage to compel 
the federal government to stop 
pandering to self-serving, misguided 
groups that are preventing solutions.


